EAC Meeting Minutes – February 3, 2008

The meeting was called to order at 7:35 p.m. (NOTE: This was an abridged meeting due to inclement weather)

Attendees were: John Metrick, Robert Berger, Rachel Roland and Evan Johnstone.

A motion was made by Bob and seconded by Rachel to approve the December 22, 2008 minutes.

OLD BUSINESS
Committee Members
John asked if anyone would be willing to serve as Vice Chair of the committee and suggested that Rachel would be a great candidate. All agreed and Rachel accepted. Evan will continue as secretary for 2009. There is still an open spot on the committee and the position has been advertised in the community. 
Riparian Buffer

John stated that the grant for this projects ends in June. We should order any necessary supplies and tie things up by March. John mentioned that a sign identifying the Riparian area is one potential item to consider as part of the project

2009 Project updates
RAIN BARRELS

1. Rachel contacted Erin Frederick of the conservation district to discuss the possibility of holding a workshop in Heidelberg. They would be willing to provide personnel, tools, and other materials as part of a build-your-own rain barrel workshop. The kits would be $35 / person. 


2. STREAM NAMING
John would like to complete this project early in 2009
BAT HOUSES

3. Members agreed that this would be a worthwhile project and can be scheduled around Halloween as part of a thematic tie-in that might offer additional interest and promotion.  
EAC PROMOTION

4. Bob stated that he investigated the possibility of having some space at the Township Building to display information on the EAC. Space is available on a literature rack, and we can also hang a bulletin board to post news and updates. The committee will need to create and assemble flyers and other materials to make use of the space. 
WEBSITE

5. The committee agreed that a single page on the existing Heidelberg website will be sufficient to provide information on the EAC and post news and updates as necessary. Evan will assemble a preliminary design for review during the March meeting. 
Landscape Ordinance 
John felt that in lieu of the inclement weather we would hold off on any discussions on this topic until the March meeting

Environmental Education Grant
An application was submitted for this grant with a request for $3,000. The request was approved in the amount of $1500. Committee members agreed a sustainability workshop (composting, environmentally friendly landscaping, etc.) would be an ideal use for this grant. A full application needs to be submitted by March 6. 

NEW BUSINESS
2008 Annual Report

John stated that the EAC needs to submit a 2008 annual report to the Township Supervisors. He will assemble such a report and submit it to the supervisors for review. 

Wren Grant
John outlined a funding opportunity by the League of Women Voters called the Wren (Water Resources Education Network) Grant. This particular grant offers up to $5,000 in funding for media outreach, website efforts, workshops, and other educational opportunities related to water sustainability. The deadline for the application is April 3, 2009. The grant decisions will be announced July 1. John suggested that a brochure on watershed protection or a direct mail piece to the community might be possible uses for the funds. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 p.m.

Submitted by Evan Johnstone
