EAC Meeting Minutes - December 9, 2008

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m.

Attendees were: Claudette Lazarus, Robert Berger, Priscilla Brennan, Rachel Roland, Karen Selig, and Evan Johnstone.

A motion was made by Claudette and seconded by Robert to approve the November 22, 2008 minutes.

OLD BUSINESS
2009 Project Ideas

RIPARIAN BUFFER 

1. The group discussed several potential projects for 2009. Priscilla would like to see the completion of the Riparian buffer projects. She knows of an Eagle Scout (Ben Stiddinger) willing to continue it as part of his Eagle Scout project. Priscilla would like to know when the funding for the project ends.
STREAM NAMING

2. The group discussed the completion of the stream naming project. There are several outstanding streams and tributaries to be named (approximately 25 have been completed, with less than 12 remaining). Rachel suggested setting a deadline in early 2009 for completing this project. The committee agreed to discuss this further at the next meeting. 
RAIN BARRELS

3. The committee agreed that a rain barrel giveaway would be ideal for early Spring 2009. This project could coincide with Earth Day in April and could possibly involving teaming up with other local EACs (Lynn, Weisenberg, etc). The giveaway could be structured as part of a presentation on composting or another environmental topic. The Saucon Valley EAC has experience in such a project and we might be able to contact them and determine how they funded the project. Claudette also suggested that the Conservation District may be willing to assist in promoting such a project. 
BAT HOUSES

4. Members also discussed distributing bat houses as a 2009 project. This could also be tied to a public presentation on composting, etc. 
EAC PROMOTION

5. The committee discussed establishing a method to promote EAC efforts, news, etc. at the township building. This could involve a pinboard for posting news and distributing  literature or educational materials. Robert volunteered to manage the project and find out if a location would be available. 
COMPOSTING WORKSHOP

6. Rachel suggesting that a composting workshop presented by someone from the Penn State Cooperative Extension would be a successful project for 2009. Priscilla suggested we might be able to use a local contact who is knowledgeable in composting to present the workshop. Claudette agreed to contact Emily Schwenkhammer at the cooperative extension to discuss such a presentation.
Website
Evan outlined several potential avenues for promoting the Heidelberg EAC online. This may involving using space on the existing Heidelberg Township website or establishing a unique URL if funding is available. This will require someone to set up and manage the content for the site. Evan will investigate further and contact the Lynn township EAC to determine how they have managed their website. 

Member Terms
Both Priscilla and Karen have terms that will be expiring in the New Year. Priscilla would like to renew her term but Karen will be stepping down. The EAC will need another member to replace Karen and will begin to advertising the open seat. 

CF Bulb Exchange

Robert provided an update on the CF bulb project. He would like to further discuss the scope of this project in order to determine how many bulbs we would need. Sources are scarce, but he will continue to evaluate potential sponsors such as PPL or other corporations. 

Landscape Ordinance 
The committee discussed the existing landscape ordinance. Priscilla stated that there is a planned commercial zone from Plaza Hardware to Millers used cars that could benefit from such an ordinance. The plan is to complete and implement the ordinance by the end of the year. 

Riparian Buffer Recommendations
Members discussed the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission's Riparian and Wetland Buffers Guide/Model Regulations. The EAC needs to review and make recommendations for the next meeting. 

NEW BUSINESS
2009 Meeting Dates

To avoid potential conflicts, the committee decided to move the 2009 EAC meetings to the first Tuesday of every month. The meeting time will remain the same (7:30 p.m.). Priscilla will check to ensure that the existing meeting space is available. 

Official Map
The committee reviewed the proposed official map. Priscilla asked about possibly extending the preservation district into the agricultural preservation area and closer to the Mountain Road. There might be potential conflicts because of different zoning regulations between the two areas. 

The committee further discussed the role of the official map and noted the following:

1. The commercial use district needs to be added to the map
2. A trail to the Blue Mountain area needs to be noted
3. If possible, additional recreation areas should be noted
Members also discussed the riparian areas on the map. The committee would like to further consider any additions or changes to the map and discuss them at the next scheduled meeting. 

Environmental Education Grant
Priscilla presented a grant that would potentially provide monies to the EAC for environmental education project.  The pre application is due December 12. All agreed it would be beneficial and an application should be submitted. 

Building Projects
Priscilla presented two local building projects for considering to the EAC. The first is a commercial property that borders a wetland. The second is a lot line change. John Metrick will review both blueprints and note any concerns. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:35 p.m.

Submitted by Evan Johnstone
