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Environmental Advisory Council

March  2009 Report

The EAC Meeting was held on Tuesday, March 3, 2009.  Committee Members attending were John Metrick, Priscilla Brennan, Rachel Roland, Robert Berger, Evan Johnstone, and William Saks.

It was decided to prepare a DEP Environmental Education Grant Application for $1500, with no required match in funds, to hold a sustainability workshop. Evan Johnstone will submit the application to Daniel Stonehouse for review, signature, and mailing.

Rachel Roland is preparing a $5,000 grant application for the League of Women Voters Water Resources Education Network (WREN). No match is required. Applications are due April 3, 2009.
A Rain Barrel Workshop is being scheduled for 10 AM in the Township Bldg. on Saturday, May 2. The cost is $35.  Lynn and Weisenberg Twp. EACs have been invited to participate. People should call Rachel Roland at 610-767-7120 to register for the event.
The Official Township Map was discussed briefly but the committee plans on discussing it in greater detail and will develop recommendations at a future meeting.

The 2008 EAC Activity Report is provided for your review. The 2009 EAC Work Plan is also provided for your review.

The Kelly A. & Matthew S. Stubits Land Development Plan was reviewed the following comments are submitted:

1) Has the county conservation district reviewed and given their approval of the plan?

2) It appears the proposed primary septic site and parking lots will be within the buffer zone of the proposed riparian buffer ordinance.

3) Approximately 1/3 of the alternate septic area has a soil type that can have a seasonally high water table. This could be a problem even if fill is brought into the site.

4) It appears a large amount of fill (3’-4’) will be brought for most of the building site. Concerns over adequate compaction especially on soils with seasonally high water table.

5) The rain infiltration tanks are located in soils that can have poor drainage and seasonally high water tables so their effectiveness may be limited.

6) Because stormwater outlet pipes are large in size, 18” & 12”, there probably will be minimal storage of water to allow pollutants to settle out before entering wetland area and also the potential for scouring soil creating sedimentation in the wetland and .

7) Rain gardens should be created at the end of all pipe outlets and swales to allow for sediment, winter deicing material, and other items to settle prior to enter the wetland area.

8) Would recommend tabling the plan until changes are made especially to be in compliance with the proposed riparian buffer ordinance.

The proposed Riparian Buffer Ordinance was reviewed and the following comments are submitted:

Section D.2. Recommend the riparian buffer for first and second order streams be 100 feet.  All other streams the buffer should be 75 feet. Pollutants have a greater impact on first and second order streams because of their small size. 
Section E.  Allow landowners to use approved chemicals to spot spray any Pennsylvania listed noxious and invasive weeds. Supports comments submitted by Lehigh County Farm Bureau to Lehigh Valley Planning Commission.

Section G.  Remove lawns and lawn care service from permitted uses within the riparian buffer setback area. According to the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission, the most effective buffers include a mixture of trees, shrubs, herbaceous plants and grasses. By allowing lawns to serve as buffers, limits the buffers effectiveness and does not create any shade to lower stream temperatures. Lawn care service can include the fertilizing and spraying of chemicals in lands adjacent to streams and wetland, exactly what buffers try to filter out.  

The EAC Committee is disappointed with the location chosen for the new township storage building. One of the reasons the riparian buffer demonstration project was undertaken was because it is a highly visible site. The plantings and changes to the stream corridor could easily be viewed by residents and others visiting the township office or recycling bins. Unfortunately now approximately 25% of the buffer and split rail fence is hidden by the new building.
Additional plantings are scheduled to be done in the riparian buffer in May.
The EAC recommends that additional recycling dumpster be added or more frequent emptying should occur.  It was noted that on some Saturday mornings the dumpsters are already full with limited space for items being brought for recycling on the weekend. 

The EAC asks the Supervisors to reconsider their decision not to require inspections of on-lot septic systems. According to an article in the Northwestern Press, the Supervisors felt it was the responsibility of the buyer of the property to have the septic system inspected. The EAC asks the Supervisors to view the issue from groundwater and surface water protection. A failing system can pollute nearby wells and streams, cause sickness, and negatively affect fish and other aquatic life. This is a particularly critical issue since Heidelberg Township is the headwaters for many streams.
The EAC would like some guidance on how and when its meeting agenda, meeting minutes, reports should be distributed to the public and press. 

