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October 2009 Report

An EAC Meeting was held on Tuesday, October 6, 2009.  Committee Members attending were John Metrick, Priscilla Brennan, Rachel Roland, Evan Johnstone, Bob Berger, and William Saks.

There was no September EAC Meeting.

The following topics were discussed:

Riparian Buffer 

· The EAC had a noxious “Weed Pulling” Event on Saturday morning, August 8.

· The EAC planted trees and shrubs on Saturday, September 19

20 White Oak 

20 Red Maple

20 Bee Balm

40 Black-Eyed Susan

· Another tree and shrub planting session is scheduled for Saturday, October 17, 9 AM-12 PM.
· Two educational signs are being planned. Lehigh County Technical Institute students are going to make the signs. Drafts of the signs will be presented to the Supervisors for final approval. Air Products is going to donate $250 for the sign materials. Should the Air Products check be made out to LCTI or Heidelberg Township? 

The Bat Workshop scheduled for October has been canceled and will instead be held sometime in the spring of 2010.

The Handwerk Property was discussed and EAC Committee members will visit the property and develop recommendations at the November EAC Meeting.

 Parking Lot
The EAC was disappointed to see the parking lot paved. The Lehigh Valley Planning Commission and others are encouraging the infiltration of stormwater instead of the traditional method of removing the water as soon as possible.

Previously about 50% of the precipitation that fell on the parking lot infiltrated into the ground. This helped recharge the groundwater, maintain a stream base flow, slow down the rate of runoff, and filter out many pollutants from entering the stream/wetland. Now almost 100% of the precipitation will run off the parking lot. This will result in an increased volume of water entering the stream/wetland, raise the water temperature, as well as deposit pollutants such as oil, dirt, and road salt directly into the stream/wetland.

Also the runoff is now concentrated to one discharge point which has necessitated the need to place riprap on the stream bank because of erosion.

The EAC hopes before the Supervisors pave additional areas they will consider porous paving, infiltration beds, rain gardens, or possibly just add an additional lay of gravel to the parking lot.

Proposed Stream Ordinance

The EAC asks the Supervisors to reconsider the changes they are proposing to the stream ordinance. 

The Lehigh Valley Planning Commission and others are encouraging the restoration of riparian buffers on lands that border rivers and streams. The version of ordinance being proposed will probably result in few buffers being restored and provide minimal stream protection.
Riparian buffers filter out pollutants, sediment, shade streams thereby lower water temperature, create habitat, and provide food sources for both wildlife and aquatic life.

Riparian buffers are most effective at the top of a watershed on intermittent as well as first and second order perennial streams. Most of the water and pollutants in a river enter through these small streams. By the time you get to a third or fourth order stream, like the Jordan Creek, very little “new” water enters the stream. Buffers along a stream like the Jordan Creek provide wildlife habitat and streambank protection from flooding, but do little for improving water quality. 

The proposed ordinance is primarily targeted at protecting the areas highlighted in purple, which are mainly the flood plain areas and are already protected by flood plain ordinances. A study done for the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission indicates that a majority of the streams in Heidelberg Township lack buffers. The proposed ordinance will offer little protection for the many first and second order streams in the township.  Allowing the mowing and burning of vegetation will also reduce the benefits provided by buffers. A 75 foot wide buffer would help mitigate flooding, help control sediment runoff, and provide greater nutrient removal.
The EAC hopes the Supervisors will take this information into consideration before finalizing the ordinance.


